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A Tri-Color- ed

Has
At Last Been
Produced

- Fertili-
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WRITTEN FOR TUB S17NDAT RBPUBLIC.
There Is much rejolelnic In the Tower

Grova Park lily, ponds, the home of the
water lilies, for a wonderful lily-chi- has
been born.

Mr. James .Gurney. superintendent of
Tower Grove Park and Gardener Emer-
itus, is the father-creat- of this wonder-
ful and Philip, the head Gar-
dener, Is the godfather.

Mr. Gurney Is the father-creat- of
many beautiful lilies which his skill and
patience have produced.

For years and vears men of science
strove in vain to produce a red lily. They
said it was impossible.

Mr. Gurney tried his skill at
and the result is a superb car-

mine lily. TThloh he named the nymphaea
""Frank Trelease."

The world admired and the men of
science said as they examined the product
which they pronounced Impossible: "You
have created a magnificent flower. It Is a
wonder. You are be.congratulated. You
have accomplished what ne could not. but
you cannot create" a striped Illy, for that
Is beyond vour skill." "

Mr. Gurney. the man who grows flowers
because he loves" them, and who scorns
the men of science who tear flowers to
pieces that they may' know things, said
nothing, but quietly set to work to pro-

duce a striped lily.
The next season be was rewarded with

a. beautiful lily bearing white and crim-
son striped flowers. Again the men of
science marveled, and again they said:
"Your skill but you cannot
produce-'- a xsi. white and blue lily."

The originator- of the red lily and the
striped lily ald nothing, but he set to the
task, and wTth his gauze and camel's-hal- r

'brush he carefully selected his floorers,
and the result his work is a beautiful
tricolored Hly-de- red, pale pln ani
blue.

It Is not exactly a red. white and bl"
Illy, but so near It that the public Is per-
fectly willing to accept it as such, but the
father of many water lilies is not, for he

Nymphaea and the Nymphaea
Frank Trelease.

The white must be pure white, and the
red a rich bright scarlet, before he will
consider It perfect and worthy of a name.
In addition to the three colors of the blos-
soms the leaves are a decided departure
from the water lily leaf, both in coloring
and in form. In coloring it has the mark-
ings
toward the arrow shape.

Aquatic plants are Mr. Gurney's hobby.
He Is recognized as a;i ..authority the
subject, and is the most skillful and suc-

cessful hybridizer In
Water lilies are and at-

tractive
attention and admiration of multitudes,
who, beholding them, desire to posses?
them. Yet many hesitate, through fear of
failure, or their lack of knowledge of cul-
tivating ex-

otic plants. But this is assumption, for no
plant grown In the hothouse .or'floncr gar-
den is more easy of cultivation.

It Is true water lilies have. tthelr ene-
mies, the same as anything, else in this
world. The crayfish use their scissors on
them out of pure mischief.

They cut the lilies oft down close to the
roots, killing the pIant.Th'cy don't do it
because they are hungry: they don't cat
them, but they are Just as destructive, as
bad boys. .,

Goldfish are the greatest scavengers in
the world, and should- - be kept in lily
ponds, as they keep the. water free from,
algae; but the frogs dine on the goldfish,
so if you would have "water lilies you
must fight crayfish and bullfrogs.

Where a natural piece of water exists,
and such Is to bo mt with nr a Tof
garden is simply a matter of planting,
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